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The Carteret Community Foundation hosted a luncheon on June 1 to honor scholarship recipients 
and donors who have established scholarship funds within the Foundation.  Tim Bradford, 
president of the Carteret Community Foundation, welcomed students, donors and fellow board 
members to the special event, and then introduced Dr. Joe Barwick, president of Carteret 
Community College.  Invitees listened intently as Dr. Barwick related an experience as a ten-
year-old boy where he learned some true lessons in life that would bring success.  The following 
scholarship funds were awarded to Carteret County students: 

 
Shannon Nolon and Foundation President Tim 
Bradford 
 
Diane Nance Memorial Scholarship – Shannon 
Nolon is the recipient of this scholarship 
established in memory of Carteret County 
teacher Diane Nance to benefit students pursuing 
a degree in either nursing or teaching.  Shannon 
will attend NC Wesleyan in the fall, where she 
plans to major in Nursing.  Shannon was chosen 
because of her strong commitment to her 
academics and her well-rounded high school 

career at East Carteret that included participation in three varsity sports, a number of 
extracurricular activities and a nearly full-time job.  

 
Michelle Moretz with Puck and Pearl O’Neal 
 
V.J. “Puck” and Pearl O’Neal Scholarship  - 
Michelle Moretz is this year’s recipient of this 
scholarship that the O’Neals established to 
support students who plan to major in either the 
marine sciences or Christian education.  
Michelle will attend UNC-Wilmington in the fall 
and driven by her love of the ocean, plans to 



  

major in Marine Biology.  Michelle finished a strong academic career at West Carteret High 
School, finishing 3rd in her class with a GPA of 4.729. 
 

Deidre and Bridget Daniels with board members Ray 
Brown and Tim Bradford 
 
 
William E. Smith, Jr. Scholarship – The 
William Smith Scholarship provides tuition 
assistance for students from Carteret County 
whose families derive their primary source of 
income from the commercial fishing industry.  
The Smith Family provides funding for students 
attending East Carteret High School, and the NC 
Seafood Festival provides scholarship funding 
for students who attend West Carteret and 

Croatan High Schools.  This year’s recipients of the Smith Scholarship as funded by the family 
are Bridget Daniels and Deidre Daniels.  Twins from Atlantic, both plan to attend UNC-
Wilmington in the fall.  Bridget desires to pursue a degree in Math Education, while Deidre plans 
to focus on Elementary Education.  Both have had successful academic careers plus have a 
number of extracurricular and community service activities they have participated in.  The NC 

Seafood Festival has also funded two Smith 
Scholars this year.  Justin Augsburger, who 
recently graduated from Croatan High School, 
plans to attend NC State University where he 
will major in Biomedical engineering.  He has 
spent his summers and afterschool hours 
working with his father on the Captain Stacy VI.  
Cassandra Willis also has just finished a 
successful career at East Carteret High School, 
finishing 2nd in her class.  Cassandra plans to 
attend UNC-Chapel Hill where she will major in 
Nursing. 
 

Justin Augsburger and Cassandra Willis with  
NC Seafood Festival Executive Director Stephanie McIntyre 
 
Manley C. Gaskill Scholarship – Established by his family, the Manley Gaskill Scholarship 
honors a graduating senior from East Carteret High School who has excelled in both academics 
and sports.  This year’s recipient is Douglas Rae Godette, Jr.   DJ plans to attend NC State 
University in the fall to major in Business Management and Finance.  A true leader both in the 
classroom and on the field, DJ is ranked 5th in his class and has participated in a number of 
extracurricular and community service activities. 
 
Joe Boy Willis Scholarship – Douglas Rae Godette, Jr. is also the recipient of the Joy Boy 
Willis Scholarship, established to honor Joe Willis and his contributions to East Carteret High 
School.  Recipients must have participated in at least one organized sport and have high 
standards in moral character and academic standards.   
 
 



  

Lydia Norris with board member Jim Kraft 
 
Edward S. Dixon Scholarship – Lydia Norris 
and Seamus “Shea”Burke are this year’s 
recipients of the Edward Dixon Scholarship.  
This scholarship, established to memorialize Mr. 
Dixon, is given to students from Carteret County 
who plan to further their education and have 
participated in community services activities and 
organized sports.  Lydia, a recent Croatan High 
School graduate, plans to attend NC State 

University to pursue a teaching degree.  Lydia has excelled in the arts, sharing her love of drama, 
dance, and photography within her school and the community at large.  Shea graduate from East 
Carteret High School and plans to attend NC State University to pursue a degree in Economics.  
Shea has many accomplishments on his high school resume, including participation in three 
sports, Beta Club and the East Carteret Math Team.  Shea is also finishing his Eagle Scout 
requirements this year and has also participated in a number of community service activities.   
 
The Carteret Community Foundation would like to congratulate this year’s scholarship winners 
and thank the generous donors who have established these scholarships to benefit Carteret 
County youth.  If you would like more information on how your family or organization can 
establish a scholarship through the Carteret Community Foundation, please call 808-2414. 


